
Ask Me About…. 

Dates to  

Remember 

 

 

 

Lourdes of Litchfield  

Living Nativity  

Angel and Shepherd  

Volunteers  

Sunday, Dec. 13th  

3:00 Show,  

Arrive at 2:15.  

4:00 Show,  

Arrive at 3:15.   

See inside for  

Details  

 

9th - 12th Grade  

Fellowship Activity  

People Find at the  

Brass City Mall!  

Saturday, Dec. 19th  

4-8:00 pm  

Meet in Youth Room in 

Pilgrim House 

Bring $$ for Dinner!  

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS  

PAGEANT 

Rehearsal  

Saturday, Dec. 19th  

10-12:00 pm 

Performance  

Sunday, Dec. 20th  

During Worship  

Service  

Arrive at 10:00 am  

 

Confirmation  

Sunday, Dec. 20th  

3-5:30 pm  

Meet at Pilgrim House  

Visit with Shut - ins and 

Cookie Delivery  

First Congregational Church  

of Litchfield 

December 13, 2009  

Volume 2, Issue 11  

A Weekly Sunday School Newsletter Designed to Encourage Parents to  

Discuss Sunday School Experiences and Concepts With Their Children at Home  

&ÉÎÁÌ 4ÈÏÕÇÈÔÓ ÏÎ (ÅÁÖÅÎȣȢ 
This weekend we will be closing up on our unit , òHeaven CANõT Wait!ó  We certainly didn't address all of the 

questions that our children have, but one thing is for certain, they are certainly walking away with a lot 

more knowledge than they had walking in and I do believe that they understand that Heaven is something we 

have to think about nowé.it CANõT wait.   

 

Today in class, we played a game called òTimeõs Up!ó.  I designed this game as a way to emphasize the fact 

that we donõt know when our time will be up on Earth so weõd better make the most of that time right now.  

We placed the kids in two teams and alternated the members of a team in the circle.  A treasure box was 

passed around a circle.  It was a hot potato...no one wanted to be holding it when the timer went off because 

that meant your time was up on Earth and you were a non -believer.  In the game, that person lost a point for 

his/her teamé.but the stakes in real life are much higher than thaté..how one will spend his/her eternal 

life.   

 

Scripture specifically and repeatedly states that faith in Christ during our lifetime on Earth  determines 

whether or not we will live with him in Heaven.   

òFor God so loved the world that He gave his one and only son 
 so that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life .ó  John 3:16 
Accepting Christ as savior has to happen now.  It canõt wait.  Later isé.TOO LATE!  

 

Scripture tells us that Jesus will come again and he will meet with each of his faithful and 

reward them in Heaven according to what s/he has done on Earth.    

òFor the Son of Man is going to come in His Fatherõs glory with his angels, 
and then He will reward each person according to what he has done .ó  Matthew 16:27 

 

"Admission" into Heaven isn't related  to our works of stewardship on this earth; however, those good works 

do effect how we will spend our eternal lives in Heaven.  God does not reward good works while we live on 

Earth!  In fact, our rewards for our good works will be in Heaven,  after the Second Coming of Christ.  We 

can spend our time now adding to our Earthly rewards -our assets here on Earth -but those arenõt going with 

us when our time is up.  The only actions that will be rewarded will be those that bring glory to God by show-

ing love to others.  Every action will be an Eternal Reward -granted in Heaven.   

 

In our game, the person holding the treasure box had a chance to gain a point for his/her team.  S/he 

opened the box and pulled out a paper and read aloud what was on the paper.  Each paper stated something a 

person can spend his/her time doing on Earth.  If the person withdrew an Earthly reward, s/he lost anther 

point for his/her team -Earthly rewards donõt matter in Heaven.  If the person withdrew an Eternal Reward, 

s/he gained a point for his/her team. It was a fun way of emphasing the fact that our actions right now on 
this Earth  directly impact our eternal lives in Heaven!!  They determine who will be living with God there, 

and they determine what we'll do when we get there.  

 

If your time was up right now, what would Jesus find in your treasure box?  We have to live life today as if 

Jesus is coming tomorrow.  Share our faith.  Testify and witness to the work that Jesus has done in our own 

lives so that more of us will be living with God rather than separated from him for eternity.  We need to 

look at our priorities in our lives.  Do we spend more time using the gifts of time and talents that God has 

loaned us to collect earthly rewards or more time investing what he has loaned us in our eternal rewards.   

Nowõs the time to think about ité..Heaven CANõT Wait.   
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TODAYôS LESSON 

(Questions to Stimulate Discussion at Home)   

Your Christian Heart -your love and relationship with 
Christ admits you into Heaven)  
- What is the difference between an earthly re-

ward and an eternal reward?  Which one matters 

more to Jesus?  When are you given your eternal 

rewards?  

- What are some examples of actions that give 

you earthly rewards?  

- What are some examples of actions that give 

you eternal rewards?  

- Which one should you spend more time doing 

while youõre on Earth?  Why?  (The earthly re-
wards are temporal and cannot go with you to 
Heaven; whereas, the eternal rewards will bring Je-
sus great joy, will last forever, and will determine 
what you will do on the New Earth)  

-Today, your teachers acted out a parable 

from the Bible.  Which one was it?  What hap-

pened in it?  (Parable of the Talents)  

-What does the Parable of the Talents have to 

do with your unit on Heaven?  (Matthew 25:14 -30; 

Luke 19:12-28  In the parable, the boss rewarded 
his employees who used their time and his money 
wisely to make more money, whereas, the em-
ployee who buried the money and sat around was-
nõt rewarded.   In Heaven, we will be rewarded by 
Jesus, our boss, by how well we used our time and 
talents here on Earth.)   
- What did Micky mean when she talked about 

your òChristian handsó?  (the works we do that 
imitate Christ and show love for others)  Will 

your Christian hands get you into Heaven?  ( No, 

                      Are you tired of trying to think of a gift to give to that  

                  person who seemingly has everything?  

                   Give that person the knowledgethat s/he has given   

                  Something to someone who doesn't have much of anything.   

This year, honor another who does "have"  

 by giving a gift of hope to a family in need  

through the charitable organization Heifer International.  

 Your gift can help provide livestock, seeds, or training to a family strug-

gling with hunger and poverty.   

http://www.heifer.org/site/c.edJRKQNiFiG/b.204586/  

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_ss?url=search -
alias%3Daps&field -

keywords=hEAVEN+FOR+KIDS&x=0&y=0  
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When:  Sunday, December 20th  

             During Worship Service  

      10:00 a.m. Arrival  

 

Cast Rehearsal on Saturday,  

December 19th  

10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

 
Please let me know as soon as 

possible whether your children 
will be able to participate.  

 

Assigned Roles:  
Mary:    Amanda Green 

Joseph:     Nick Rinaldi  

Baby Jesus:   Victoria Green  

Wise Men :  Claudia DeMatteis, Courtney Rockness, Ryan Rinaldi  

Shepherds:   Naomi Whittlesey, Emily Rinaldi , Nick DeMatteis  

Angels:   Rachel Martineau (Angel #1)....Erin Shannon, Kinnon Rock-

ness, Audra  Cast  

10 Narrators:    

 Narrator 1:   Ethan Pratt      

 Narrator 2:   Marina Vlasto  

 Narrator 3:   Lauren Tourtellotte  

 Narrator 4:   Abby Cowles 

 Narrator 5:   Cassandra Rockness 

 Narrator 6:   Nathan Cast  

 Narrator 7:   Julia Tompkins  

 Narrator 8:   Margaret Hill  

 Narrator 9:  Robin Morris  

 Narrator 10:   Megan Deacon 

King Herod:   Paul Dunahoo 

The 4 Gifts from Jesus :  Izaiah Balaguer, Tia Balaguer, Hailey Cowles, Rebecca Dunahoo  

Star Holder:   Ethan Cowles 

Chorus:   Kate Shannon, Madeline Dunahoo, Nathan Dunahoo, Joshua Dunahoo, Ciarra Rock-

ness, Kailie Rockness, Megan Laprise, Olivia Laprise, Ben Laprise, Sara Nicholson, David 

Nicholson, Harper Prattéé 

WE CAN ALWAYS USE MORE VOICES!!!!  

 

http://www.youtube.com/user/

mickypratt#p/a/f/1/F6livTQ_Coc   
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Over the past two years, our youth choir has done a spectacular job performing 

bible story -based music programs for the much ballyhooed enjoyment of our 

church.   Two years ago, they performed Joseph and the Amazing Dreamcoat .  

Last year, they performed Captain Noah and His Floating Zoo .  Under the musical 

expertise and guidance of Barbara Brower and Al Messer, the students began 

rehearsing in January and performed in May.    Rehearsals were held every Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m.    

 

This January, Barbara and Al would like to return to their posts and prepare our choir for a performance 

of It's Cool in the Furnace .  The musical is based on the bible story from the book of Daniel 3:1 -29.  When 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are told to bow to the idol that King Nebuchadnezzar has made, their 

refusal lands them in a fiery furnace!    In spite of the intensity of the flames, they are not even singed!!!   

(see the link below for a child friendly version of the story on line!)    

 

http://www.childrenstory.info/biblestoryforchild/toddler -bible -story/toddler -bible -story -

shadrachmeshachandabednego.html  

 

To listen to the music, you can go to:   http://www.wordmusic.com/products/book.cfm?upc=080689397783  

 

And....if you want to take a peek at other kids performing it, you can go to:    

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aulXg7uDog&feature=related  

 

Before Barbara and Al order all of the music, they want to make sure 

that they have enough children who want to participate.   We need to 

have a basic headcount by the beginning of December .  Please take the 

time to go the aforementioned links and see what an AWESOME story 

it is and how fun the music sounds!   Please let me know as soon as you 

can whether your child(ren) are planning on participating come January!  

 

It's a wonderful way to stretch those musical wings, learn new skills, 

get more comfortable performing in front of people, and of course, 

serving as a steward by sharing his/her talents with the rest of us!   To 

support this project, our Sunday School class will be learning all about 

these three young men and seeing how their experiences are relevant 

to our lives today!  

 

Lots of love in Christ,   Micky  

 

http://www.childrenstory.info/biblestoryforchild/toddler-bible-story/toddler-bible-story-shadrachmeshachandabednego.html
http://www.childrenstory.info/biblestoryforchild/toddler-bible-story/toddler-bible-story-shadrachmeshachandabednego.html
http://www.wordmusic.com/products/book.cfm?upc=080689397783
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aulXg7uDog&feature=related
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Sunday School Lesson Schedule 
 

December 13th  

10:45-11:45 

Heaven Wrap-Up 

Live Today Like Jesus is Coming  

Tomorrow!  

Whole Group/  

Age Appropriate  

Instruction  

December 20th  

 
CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  
Participants Arrive at 10:00 am  

December 27th  

No Sunday School 

Children Stay in Worship with Parents  

UNIT MEMORY VERSES:  

òBy grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the 
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone 

should boast.ó  Ephesians 2: 8-9 

  

òFor the Son of Man is going to come in 

His Fatherõs glory with his angels, and 

then he will reward each person according 

to what he has done.ó   

Matthew 16: 27  

 

òBehold, I will create new heavens and a 

new earth.  The former things will not be 

remembered, nor will they come to mind.  

But be glad and rejoice forever in what I 

will create for I will create Jerusalem to 

be a delight and its people a joy.  I will 

rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in 

my people; the sound of weeping and of 

crying will be heard in it no moreó.  Isaiah 

65:  17 -24 

 

òWell done, good and faithful servant; you 

were faithful over a few things, I will 

make you ruler over many things.óò    

Matthew 25:21:  
 

è...and ye Volunteers!   

The people in charge of the Living Nativity Pageant at Lourdes this weekend contacted me and asked me to let anyone interested in participat-

ing know that they are looking for children to participate in the festivities on Sunday as either angels or shepherds!   

Here's in the info they gave me.... 
 

Sunday, December 13, 2009 
Pageants at 3 pm and 4 pm 

Lourdes in Litchfield 
 

Choir of Angels: 
Dress Warmly 

They will provide an angel costume unless you have one 
You  can join in singing the first verse of O Come All Ye Faithful and Silent Night 

 
Young Shepherds: 

Boots, Jackets and Mittens 
You will be given a costume to wear over your outdoor clothing. 

 
3:00 pm participants should arrive at Lourdes at 2:15 pm 
4:00 pm participants should arrive at Lourdes at 3:15 pm 


