
Ask Me About...  

Dates to  

Remember 

9th -12th Grade  

Fellowship Activity  

People Find at the  

Brass City Mall!  

Saturday, Jan. 2nd  

4-8:00 pm  

Meet in Youth Room in 

Pilgrim House 

Bring $$ for Dinner!  

 

Guest Speaker  

Lucinda McDowell  

Sunday, Jan. 3rd  

During Worship   

AND  

Sunday Evening  

5:30 - 7:30  

Register for Evening  

Babysitting  

If Needed  

860 - 567 - 8705  

 

Communion Sunday 

January 3rd  

Sunday School 

10:30-11:20 am 

 

Confirmation  

Sunday, Jan. 10th  

4-5:30 pm  

Pilgrim House 

First Congregational Church 
 

of Litchfield
 

January 3, 2010  
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A Weekly Sunday School Newsletter Designed to Encourage Parents to  

Discuss Sunday School Experiences and Concepts With Their Children at Home  

At the Last Supper, Christ 

proclaimedé.òDrink from it all 

of you for this is my blood of 

the New Covenant which is 

shed for many for the remis-

sion of sin.ó   

 

It was this final supper that 

Christ had with his disciples 

that became the Christian 

model for the sacrament of 

Communion.  Do you realize 

that every time you participate 

in Communion, you are renewing 

your covenant vows with 

Christ?  To understand the 

sanctity of this act, itõs impor-

tant to understand just what a 

covenant is...what the Old 

Covenant wasé.and what the 

New Covenant is under Christ.  

And today in Sunday School, 

thatõs just what we discussed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A covenant is a contract or prom-

ise.  Prior to and during the time 

of Christ, they were very sacred.  

The covenant partners agreed to 

uphold whatever it was they 

agreed to -even if that meant 

death in doing so.   

The Old Covenant refers to the 

agreement that God made with 

Moses and his people.  God pre-

sented them with the Law, the 10 

Commandments, and promised 

them that He would be their God 

and they would be His people if 

they kept the Law.   Of course, 

people couldnõt refrain from sin-

ning.  For many followers -the law 

became an action to be fulfilled, 

like paying a speeding ticket, 

rather than a heartfelt change in 

lifestyle, such as the commit-

ment to refraining from speeding 

altogether.  God commanded that 

blood be shed when sin occurred.  

So the follower would sin and 

then sacrifice an animal to atone 

for his/her sins so that s/he 

would not be separated from 

God.   The most highly prized 

offering to God was a perfect 

lamb. 

The New Covenant is not based 

on the action of giving a gift to 

God to atone for our sins.  It is 

not about what we doé.Rather, it 

is about what Christ has already 

done and about accepting his gift!  

We need only believe in His sav-

ing sacrifice -believe that he was 

the perfect lamb whose blood 

was shed-and internalize the Law 

by allowing the Holy Spirit to 

dwell in us.   It is about giving 

your heart to God as Jesus.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we participate in Commun-

ion, we are participating in an 

intimate reaffirmation of our vow 

of love for Jesus and recommit-

ting our willingness to dedicate 

our lives to following him.  Similar 

to the covenant of marriage, you 

shouldnõt participate unless your 

hearts are truly aligned.   

Todayõs Lesson:  Reaffirming  

Your Covenant Vows Through Communion 

8 Teachers Needed 

For Next Unit!!  
Unit of Study:  Pumping Up Your Christian  

Muscle with Elijah, Abijah, and Friends 
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TODAYôS LESSON 

(Questions to Stimulate Discussion at Home)   

-What is a covenant?  

-What was the Old Covenant?  

-During the Old Covenant, what did people 

have to do to have God grant them forgive-

ness for their sins?  

-Why is it important to have our sins forgiven 

by God?  What does sin do to our relationship 

with Him?   

-Why did the Old Covenant become a prob-

lem?  Was it possible to have your sins for-

given but not love God?   

-When did the New Covenant begin?   

-In the New Covenant, what do we have to do 

to have God grant us forgiveness for our sins?  

-Is it possible to have your sins forgiven now 

and not believe and love Jesus?     

-What is the biggest difference between the 

Old Covenant and the New Covenant?   

-When you participate in Communion, what are 

you telling God/Jesus?   

-Then, how does that effect what you should 

be thinking about during that time?   

-Why is Jesus called the Lamb of God?   

Want to strengthen your Christian 

muscle  and reduce  the number of 

times when you  respond like a wimpy 

Christian  to those daily challenges?  

Youõve come to the 

right place!  

Weõre going to 

PUMP YOU UP! 

Over the course of the next unit, weõre going to  look at biblical           role models and parallel their strug-

gles, victories, and failures with challenges we face in our lives         today!  The very first role model that 

weõll be studying is Daniel and his friends, Shadrach, Meshach,        and Abednegoé.the VERY SAME peo-

ple our childrenõs choir will be singing about this winter and           spring!!!  Itõs not too late to join the 

choiré..think about how meaningful the music will be once you have such a great understanding of what 

happened to these three amazing YOUNG men!!!  

TEACHERS 

NEEDED!!! 
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Over the past two years, our youth choir has done a spectacular job performing 

bible story -based music programs for the much ballyhooed enjoyment of our 

church.   Two years ago, they performed Joseph and the Amazing Dreamcoat .  

Last year, they performed Captain Noah and His Floating Zoo .  Under the musical 

expertise and guidance of Barbara Brower and Al Messer, the students began 

rehearsing in January and performed in May.    Rehearsals were held every Sunday 

at 9:30 a.m.    

 

This January, Barbara and Al would like to return to their posts and prepare our choir for a performance 

of It's Cool in the Furnace .  The musical is based on the bible story from the book of Daniel 3:1 -29.  When 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego are told to bow to the idol that King Nebuchadnezzar has made, their 

refusal lands them in a fiery furnace!    In spite of the intensity of the flames, they are not even singed!!!   

(see the link below for a child friendly version of the story on line!)    

 

http://www.childrenstory.info/biblestoryforchild/toddler -bible -story/toddler -bible -story -

shadrachmeshachandabednego.html  

 

To listen to the music, you can go to:   http://www.wordmusic.com/products/book.cfm?upc=080689397783  

 

And....if you want to take a peek at other kids performing it, you can go to:    

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aulXg7uDog&feature=related  

 

Before Barbara and Al order all of the music, they want to make sure 

that they have enough children who want to participate.   We need to 

have a basic headcount by the beginning of December .  Please take the 

time to go the aforementioned links and see what an AWESOME story 

it is and how fun the music sounds!   Please let me know as soon as you 

can whether your child(ren) are planning on participating come January!  

 

It's a wonderful way to stretch those musical wings, learn new skills, 

get more comfortable performing in front of people, and of course, 

serving as a steward by sharing his/her talents with the rest of us!   To 

support this project, our Sunday School class will be learning all about 

these three young men and seeing how their experiences are relevant 

to our lives today!  

 

Lots of love in Christ,   Micky  

 

http://www.childrenstory.info/biblestoryforchild/toddler-bible-story/toddler-bible-story-shadrachmeshachandabednego.html
http://www.childrenstory.info/biblestoryforchild/toddler-bible-story/toddler-bible-story-shadrachmeshachandabednego.html
http://www.wordmusic.com/products/book.cfm?upc=080689397783
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0aulXg7uDog&feature=related
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